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CUUMS 

1. A context detecting apparams including a housiiig shaped to 

to be positioned in a plurality of orientations each corresponding to at least one 
particular coniext, means adapted to detect the orientation and communications 
means for communicating the oriemadon that thus context to a device. 

2. A context detecting s^^paratus as claimed in claim 1 wherein the housing is a 
cube, triangular pyramid or a regular or irregular solid. 

3. A context detectuig apparatus as ctaim^d in any preceding claim wherein the 
detection means conesponds to one or more sensors adapted to sense the 
orientation of the apparatus. 

4. A context detecting apparatus as claimed in any preceding claim wherein the 
orientation is transmitted to the device by means of a cable. 

5. A context detecting apparatus as claimed in any one of daimsl to 4 wherein the 
orientation is communicated to the device by wireless means. 

6. A context detecting apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 1 to S wherein the 
apparatus is adapted so that it may be configured to identify one or more 
orientations with one or more corresponding contexts. 

7. A context d^ecting apparatus as clauned in any one of daimsl to €m 

of a computer peripheral whereby each orientation of &e peripheral corresponds 
to a specific user context when using a defined plurality of associated comgputers. 

8. A device adapted to be responsive to a context detectmg apparatus as clauned in 
any of claims 1 to 7. 
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context detecting apparatus. 
10 Adeviceasclamiedinclaim9whereinihedSffercnto^^ 
■ «^.ter going into standby, being locked, filtcriog. storing, buffidng. settmg 
auttorizatioastatesototherwisen.»q,ul^ 

n Adevicea8d«umcdiaclaim9whereinthedif&rei«ope^ ^ 
'con^^ahering settings ^tocolonrs,d«,iceof«,ftware. and desktop 

layout. 

12 A device as claimed in any one of claims 9 to n adapted to be configurable by 

■ thensertoaUowthedetotionofandswitchingbetweendif&rent^^ 

13 A device as claimed in any one of claims 8 to 12 adapted to control a second 

■ ,evicesuchasatclephone,orspea]cersinrcsponsetocontexti^ 

from the coDtcsxt detecting apparatus. 
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16 A device as claimed in claims 1-7 where the appeanmcc of Ihe fices can be 
' ,ustomizedviaprintedlabels,orvmthc,,d^ofi.^g«dedd^^^ 



into the device. 
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